
ISSN 1734-8412

Editor-in-Chief Prof. Leszek A. Dobrzański

http://www.journalamme.org

Volume 26 • Issue 1 • January 2008



Editorial Board

Prof. Gilmar Batalha - Sao Paulo, Brazil
Prof. Emin Bayraktar - St-Ouen, France
Prof. Milan Brandt - Swinburne, Australia
Prof. Tara Chandra - Wollongong, Australia
Prof. Antonio Cuhna - Guimaraes, Portugal
Prof. Marek Dollar - Oxford, Ohio, USA
Prof. J. Paulo Davim - Aveiro, Portugal
Prof. Sabahudin Ekinoviç - Zenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Prof. Renato Esposito - Naples, Italy
Prof. Spilios Fassois - Patras, Greece
Prof. Swadhin Ghosh - Rösrath, Germany
Prof. Janez Grum - Ljubljana, Slovenia
Prof. Toshio Haga - Osaka, Japan
Prof. Abdel Magid Hamouda - Selangor, Malaysia
Prof. Stuart Hampshire - Limerick, Ireland
Prof. Lauri Holappa - Espoo, Finland
Prof. John Barry Hull - Nottingham, United Kingdom
Prof. Mark James Jackson - West Lafayette, Indiana, USA
Prof. Krzysztof Jemielniak - Warsaw, Poland
Prof. Jerzy J´drzejewski - Wroc∏aw, Poland
Prof. Yosef Katz - Beer Sheva, Israel
Prof. Andrzej Klimpel - Gliwice, Poland
Prof. Ivars Knets - Riga, Latvia
Prof. Janez Kopac - Ljubljana, Slovenia
Prof. Karl Kuzman - Ljubljana, Slovenia
Prof. Anatolij Kuzmenko - Khmielnitsky, Ukraine
Prof. Petr Louda - Liberec, Czech Republic
Prof. Stanis∏aw Mitura - ¸ódê, Poland
Prof. Andrew Nee - Singapore, Singapore
Prof. Jerzy Nowacki - Szczecin, Poland
Prof. Abraham Ogwu - Paisley, United Kingdom
Prof. Fusheng Pan - Chongqing, China
Prof. Mario Rosso - Turin, Italy
Prof. Antonio Sousa - Fredericton, NB, Canada
Prof. Božo Smoljan - Rijeka, Croatia
Prof. Jerry Sokolowski - Windsor, Ontario, Canada
Prof. Zinovij Stotsko - Lviv, Ukraine
Prof. Jerzy Âwider - Gliwice, Poland
Prof. Ming-Yen Tan - Singapore, Singapore
Prof. Boris Tomov - Rousse, Bulgaria
Prof. Marcel Van De Voorde - Brussels, Belgium
Prof. Senay Yalcin - Istambul, Turkey
Prof. Bekir Sam Yilbas - Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

2

of Achievements in Materials
andManufacturing Engineering

PUBLISHED SINCE 1992

formerly as Proceedings on 

Achievements in Mechanical 

and Materials Engineering 

Published monthly as the organ of the World Academy of Materials and Manufacturing Engineering

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Leszek A. Dobrzaƒski - Gliwice, Poland

Deputies Editor-in-Chief

South America
Prof. Maria Helena Robert - Campinas, Brazil

North America
Prof. George Totten - Portland, USA

Europe
Prof. Jose Manuel Torralba - Madrid, Spain

Asia
Prof. Yong Taek Im - Daejeon, South Korea

Australia
Prof. Kanaka Durga Vara Prasad Yarlagadda
- Brisbane, Australia

Africa
Prof. Abdalla Wifi - Cairo, Egypt

Associate Editors

Dr Mirosław Bonek
Dr Małgorzata Drak
Dr Klaudiusz Gołombek
Ms Marzena Kraszewska, MA
Dr Janusz Madejski
Dr Daniel Pakuła

Editorial Assistance

Mr Wojciech Borek, MSc
Mr Rafał Honysz, MSc
Mr Adam Jagiełło, MSc
Mr Grzegorz Krawczyk, MSc

Reading Direct

Dr Adam Polok
Mr Piotr Zarychta, MSc

This journal is a part of Reading Direct, the free of charge
alerting service which sends tables of contents by e-mail
for this journal and in the promotion period also the full
texts of papers. You can register to Reading Direct at

http://www.journalamme.org

Reading Direct



3

of Achievements in Materials  of Achievements in Materials 
andManufacturing Engineering and Manufacturing Engineering 

Patronage

World Academy of Materials
and Manufacturing Engineering

Polish Academy of Sciences,
Committee of Materials Science,
Section of Metallic Materials

International Federation of Heat Treatment
and Surface Engineering

Association of Computational Materials
Science and Surface Engineering

Institute of Engineering Materials
and Biomaterials of Silesian University
of Technology, Gliwice, Poland

Abstracting services

This Journal is sent to individual receivers from ca. 50 countries

of the world and is delivered to the National Libraries and

Universities and also to other scientific institutions in ca. 50

countries of the world. The electronic system of Reading Direct

allows to access to the electronic version of that journal on-line,

in the promotional period free of charge. This Journal is included

in the reference list of the Polish Ministry of Science and Higher

Education (6 points). The procedure leading to the citation of

that journal by Abstracting Services has already begun. The

efforts to achieve the financing for the Journal publication by the

Ministry of Science and Higher Education in Poland has begun.

Publisher

Gliwice 44-100, Poland

ul. S. Konarskiego 18a/366

e-mail: info@journalamme.org

Bank account:

Stowarzyszenie Komputerowej Nauki o Materia∏ach i In˝ynierii Powierzchni

Bank name: ING Bank Âlàski

Bank address: ul. Zwyci´stwa 28, 44-100 Gliwice, Poland

Account number/ IBAN CODE: PL76105012981000002300809767

Swift code: INGBPLPW

Gliwice – Campinas – Portland – Madrid – Daejeon – Brisbane – Cairo

® 2008 International OCSCO World Press. All rights reserved

The paper used for this Journal meets the requirements of acid-free paper

Printed in Poland

Cover story

The TV tower in
Auckland, New Zealand
shown on the cover sug-
gests associations with
the state-of-the-art
engineering materials
used in TV technique,
but also with electronic
materials and the ones
for optoelectronics used
there and in general with
the smart materials …
Discovery of the magne-
tostriction phenomenon
in 1842, piezoelectric
phenomenon in 1880,
employed in practice in
the 1940s along with
fabricating the barium
titanate and discovery of
the shape memory
effect in 1962 which
gave rise to the smart
materials (intelligent
materials, adaptive
materials), whose name
comes from the 1980s
and since that time
their intensive develop-
ment is dated. The
smart materials are
designed so that they
can react to the exter-
nal stimulation and may
improve their properties
adapting to their environmental conditions, extending their life, saving energy, or adjusting
the conditions to improve human comfort, and also replicating themselves autonomously,
repairing or damaging as needed, reducing waste and increasing efficiency.
Currently, the materials mentioned above are called more and more often the multifunction-
al materials, as they react to the external stimuli in the intended way and a result change
their properties significantly and quickly enough. The smart materials, just like the auto-
matic regulation systems fulfil therefore the functions of: a sensor (recording the external
stimulation), a processor (analysing the changing environmental conditions) and an actua-
tor (adapting its properties to the changed environmental conditions), demonstrating
reversibility of these changes and the feedback function.
Many groups may be distinguished among the smart materials, and a special one are the
alloys with the shape memory. These alloys are the material group being developed since
1962 when W.J. Buehler discovered this phenomenon in the Ni-Ti alloy. The specific proper-
ties of these alloys are connected with the reversible martensitic transformation. The
reversible martensitic transformation consists in the repeated martensite transformation
into its parent phase (austenite) during heating up. This transformation begins at As
(austenite start) temperature and ends at Af (austenite finish) temperature. The marten-
sitic transformation pertains not only to steel and Cu-Al alloys but has a more general
nature and occurs in many metal alloys, some ceramic materials, and even in the cells of
the living organisms. The spontaneous and irreversible martensitic transformation occur-
ring in steels is only one of its many varieties. They are many alloys demonstrating memo-
ry effect, including: Ag-Cd, Au-Cd, Cu-Al-Ni, Cu-Sn, Cu-Zn, Cu-Zn-X (X = Si, Sn, Al), In-Ti,
Ni-Al, Ni-Ti (nitinol), Fe-Pt, Mn-Cu, Fe-Mn-Si.
Employing the metal alloys with shape memory in design of various machines and devices
makes it possible to introduce new construction principles. Therefore, a significant simpli-
fication of the design is possible and miniaturisation of products, as well as reduction of
their manufacturing costs. Many of these alloys were implemented in practice in mass
industrial production. One can name some examples from among many technical applica-
tions of shape memory alloys: permanent mechanical and electrical connections, tempera-
ture safety valves in gas grid, fire warning sensors, overheating protections for the elec-
trical home appliances, control systems in water heaters, fuel and air supply control sys-
tems in car engines, fan shields, automatic window opening systems in greenhouses, actu-
ator elements in the electrical circuit breakers, vibration and noise suppressing elements,
pseudoelastic wires as composite fillers in high-pressure gas cylinders, spectacle frames,
energy storing elements, heat engines, and elements of robots. Thermostatic bimetals can
also be substituted with the shape memory metal alloys. Some of available shape memory
metal alloys are used in medicine for short-time implants in surgery and orthopaedics,
whereas the Ti-Al alloys are used for the long-time implants. It is possible to select the
chemical composition of the alloy so that the transformation and shape retrieval connect-
ed with it would occur at the patient’s body temperature. The surgeon cannot then influ-
ence the final implant shape when using the implants with the transformation temperature
higher than the human body temperature and with gradual delivery of heat from outside
with the contact probe or with the resistance method one can control the extent to which
the implant retrieves its initial shape. From the known shape memory alloys applications in
medicine the following can be mentioned: clasps for osteosynthesis and rib fracture treat-
ment, plates for osteosynthesis of, e.g. a jaw, arch wires in orthodontics, bone nails,
Harrington bars and spacer sleeves for spine diseases treatment, clamps for aneurysms
and blood clot filters. Implants from shape memory alloys make many operations more effi-
cient and simplify them, and give the opportunity to introduce new operative techniques.
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