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The International Academy for Production Engineering
CIRP is the world leading organisation in production engi-
neering research and is at the forefront of design, opti-
misation, control and management of processes,
machines and systems. The Academy has restricted
membership based on demonstrated excellence in
research and has ca. 550 academic and industrial mem-
bers from 40 industrialised countries. The vision of CIRP
is to promote research and development among its
Members from Academia and Industry to contribute to
the Global Economic Growth and Well Being of Society.
The Mission of CIRP is to develop the highest level of the
International Network of eminent researchers and indus-
trialists for the purpose of marshalling their knowledge
and insight. Each year CIRP Members meet usually in
late January in Paris, France. In this time of year it can
be snowy, although it is often freezing without snow. On
the cover Paris during one of these meetings is shown.
In the small pictures Notre Dame, Louvre and the
Pompidou Centre of Modern Art can be seen. The Eiffel
Tower has been of course a symbol of Paris for about
120 years, on the cover presented in the last days of the
20* century.



